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the larg est beneficiary of the Caribbean Basin Initiative prog ram, does not belong  to any reg ional trade association, but has increased
cooperation with both Central America and CARICOM. There has been some discussion of a CARICOM-Dominican Republic trade ag reement.
Haiti, which is recovering  from several years of political and economic di?iculties, is focussing  primarily on reviving  its economy. Dominican
Republic: The Dominican Republic is the tenth larg est economy among  the United States major export markets in the Latin American and
Caribbean reg ion, with a GDP GNP of 10. 1 billion in 1994. Shipments of U. S. merchandise to the Dominican Republic were valued at 3. 2 billion
in 1996 and accounted for 44. 1 percent of the Dominican Republics total imports in 1995. The Dominican Republic has a market-determined
exchang e rate for most transactions. However, the Government of the Dominican Republic has taken no concrete steps to streamline the
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