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statement of its meaning is found in the Atharva-Veda, where primitive elements had been revived or infused into the experience of the period.
It becomes necessary, then, to study the essentials of religious culture as found in the most primitive peoples. Here there is no sacrifice in the
customary sense of conceiving sacrifice, but a rite involving all the intenseness and exactness of the sacrifice. These ceremonials are
concerned with the clan totem, which may be a plant or an animal. A most intimate relation exists between the totem and the group--an
identity of the two--a kind of participation that insures the life of the community. The English expedition to the Strait of Torres gives
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