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the scale of heroism and sacrifice. All who are buried here understood their duty. All stood to protect America. And all carried with them
memories of a family that they hoped to keep safe by their sacrifice. - President Georg e W. Bush, 2005 Cemeteries are by their very nature trag ic
places, as they would never exist were it not for the inevitably cold hand of death that will certainly take out each person eventually. Given that
fact, each bears its own unique history, whether it be the Valley of the King s in Eg ypt or a small family plot in rural Georg ia. Naturally, Arling ton
National Cemetery, sitting  as it does on the very edg e of the nation s capital upon a hill across the Potomac River, bears its own trag ic aura,
but it s certainly ironic that it was never intended to be a cemetery at all. Indeed, the very land was not meant to house the nation s dead but
to support the family of the nation s father, Georg e Washing ton himself. How Arling ton went within just a few trag ic months from stately
mansion to solemn sepulcher is one of the most unusual stories in American history, but in many ways it is also one of the most fitting . As
author Karl Decker observed in 1892, It stands as a connecting  link between the historic time of strug g le, in which the Government was first
established, and the...
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