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From the blurb: "Based on new and orig inal research, this is an enchanting  and evocative life of Anne Thackeray Ritchie, daug hter of the
outhor of Vanity Fair and step-aunt of Virg inia Woolf (who used her as the model for Mrs Hilberry in Nig ht and Day). Anny was a fine writer, and
her novels and memoirs were much praised, but she was loved even more for her muddled ways and g reat sympathy for others. At the book's
heart are two interwoven stories. The first is Anny's own inner life: her near-obsession with her father, William Makepeace Thackeray, her excape
into writing  and her startling  marriag e to Richmond Ritchie, seventeen years her junior, her second-cousin and her g odson. The second,
trag ic, strand is the tale of her sister Minny's passionate marriag e to Leslie Stephen, the brilliant, mountain-climbiung  don, and of his second
wife, the beautiful Julia Jackson, mother of Vanessa Bell and Virg inia Woolf. The story has never been told in detail before, and it reveals a
totally unknown picture of Leslie - a happy, energ etic man - instead of the famously moody and intemperate fig ure he became aGer Minny's
death.Meticulously researched, this intimate story draws not only on a wealth of letters, journals, hitherto unpublished sketches and
photog raphs. Illuminating , comic and touching , Anny reads like a novel, presenting  an unique portrait of the rich literary world that formed the
bridg e between the Victorians and Bloomsbury".
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