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The hero is the sailors battleship, the Odessa crowd, but characteristic fig ures are snatched here and there from the crowd. For a moment, like
a conjuring  trick, they attract all the sympathies of the audience: like the sailor Vakulinchuk, like the young  woman and child on the Odessa
Steps, but they emerg e only to dissolve once more into the mass. This sig nifies: no film stars but a film of real-life types. -Adrian Piotrovsky,
writing  for the Lening rad newspaper Krasnaia g azeta Russia entered the 20th century in possession of nearly all of the prerequisites for an
empire of historic proportions. The tsar presided over almost one-sixth of the world s land masses extending  from a culturally European West
to an Asian East, with vast expanses of forest steppe and tundra reaching  from Poland to the Pacific Ocean. Land-based military forces
reflected the potency of a g lobally dominant nation, and the disparate borders oIered several strateg ic advantag es for the navy, including
Sevastopol in Crimea, and Odessa on the Black Sea. Virtually all g reat empires have built and maintained advanced navies, from ancient times
to the modern era of Spain, but Russia lag g ed behind in the modern armadas typical of world-shaping  societies. This was due, in part, to the
enormity of her four major coastlines. To the north stretched a broad icy expanse, thousands of miles in breadth. To the east lay a second vast
coastline from the Bering  Strait to the south, where it met territory controlled by leading  Asian powers. The country possessed sizable inland
coasts in the Black Sea requiring  a fleet of its...
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