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A K Pr Distribution, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Little remembered
today, the worker insurgencies in Portugal and Spain at the end of the Salazar and Franco dictatorships were, for a brief moment in the mid-
1970s, at the center of world politics. They occurred in the midst of the 1973-75 crisis of world accumulation, in which capitalism was changing
gears from the era of the big factory and the assembly line to the era of globalization, deindustrialization, outsourtcing, downsizing and just
in time, the era in which we live today. They took place in a conjuncture that included the deepest economic downturn (to date) since the end
of World War II, the oil crisis, the advance of Euro-communism, the US defeat in Indochina, the triumph of national liberation fronts in the ex-
Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozambique and Ginea-Bissau, and the crisis in the Horn of Africa. World capitalism, centered in the United
States, seemed to be everywhere involved in putting out fires, but the Iberian insurgencies were unique among these simultaneous crises in
being centered on the working class and, particularly in the case of Portugal, directly posing the question of the state and unmasking the
pretensions of different factions of progressive state bureaucrats. They were the most genuinely radical moments of the (mainly statist) red
mirage that, briefly, seemed to have placed world capitalism on the defensive. By the late 1970s, capitalism had returned to the offensive, and
the era of Thatcher and Reagan inaugurated a rollback that swept away leftist statism, up to and including the Soviet Union itselfWhat was
ending was the century of the progressive state bureaucrat, who had entered the international workers movement in the German SPD and its
1875 Gotha Program, and who for 100...
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