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Random House USA Inc. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, An Audience of Chairs, Joan Clark, "Like beauty, madness

altered perception, but instead of offering illusion, it offered delusion. Moranna leaned the tricks madness played on perception the hard way
as experience showed her how persuasively madness distorted reality. Experience also showed her that if she hung on long enough, the panic

would subside and the delusions would pass. There were many dawns on the ferry when the sight of the ugly smoke stacks reassured her.

They were proofthat once again she had won the showdown with the voice and had delivered herselfto the dawn, wholly alive." (p. 286) Joan

Clark's An Audience of Chairs opens with Moranna MacKenzie living alone in her ancestral Cape Breton farmhouse, waging a war with the

symptoms of bipolar disorder and grieving the loss of her two daughters, taken from her over thirty years previously. There are few people

remaining in her life, as Moranna cannot help but tax the patience of nearly everyone she encounters. Her long-suffering brother Murdoch has
her best interests at heart, though he is fatigued by her enormous needs and pressured by his ambitious wife to invest less time in her. Pastor

Andy politely sloughs off the peculiarly intelligent yet unpalatable sermons Moranna pens for him. Her neighbour Lottie knows what it is to be
an eccentric and can be counted on to come through in a pinch. The local RCMP constabulary smooths over her legal scrapes. And her lover
Bun, who lives with her when not working on the ferries between Cape Breton and Newfoundland, knows how to give her a wide berth on her
"foul weather" days. Thanks to the assistance of these sometimes reluctant guardian angels, as well as to the carefully...
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