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Research paper from the year 2015 in the subject Sociology - War and Peace, Military, grade: 78,
University of Portsmouth (School of Social Historical and Literary Studies), course: International
Relations, language: English, abstract: At the heart of British counterinsurgency strategy is the
'hearts and minds' (HAM) campaign which seeks to create space to advance political solutions
leading to peace and stability. However, British strategy, embedded in the Joint UK Plan for
Afghanistan, failed to win 'hearts and minds' in Afghanistan and can be seen to have failed. This
article defines failure as the inability to set the conditions for 'fostering the political process,
establishing security, and stimulating economic development'. It seeks to analyse what went
wrong: examining strategy, application of COIN principles, context and resources. The paper
contends that the principles outlined by Robert Thompson (1966) are a prerequisite to the
execution of a successful COIN. The paper asks: did COIN fail through a departure from
Thompson's principles, or under-resourcing, or the political context in Afghanistan, or the
impact of US and NATO roles, orall of these factors. After a thorough investigation the findings
are clear:...
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