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series was wildly successful with readers, and went on to inform the later fiction of socially conscious authors including  Charles Dickens and
Elizabeth Gaskell. It was, we see now, a banner moment in this history of Victorian literature, when politics beg an to inform fiction. Martineaus
writing s-oGen diHicult to find in print and here presented in beautiful new editions-are essential reading  for students of the 19th-century Eng lish
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