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duiv and the privileg e of American citizens, a duty by the strict performance of which alone can
we maintain our freedom and our free institutions, is to be attributed mainly, I think, if not
wholly. To an alarming  and fatal tendency among  the people, which I have been astonished and
dismayed to notice elsewhere in more favored reg ions, to surrender to the military the
execution of the laws, and thus to abandon all safeg uards ag ainst tyranny and Oppression, and
to pass unconsciously into a condition of acquiescence in the complete dominion of military
authority. Once let the American people abandon themselves to this practice. About the
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