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comparison with the time and labour usually devoted to the study of Geography in our schools, are far from being satisfactory to themselves
or to their pupils. Without attempting to point out defects in prevailing modes of teaching this or other branches, we may be permitted to
suggest that inasmuch as the human mind is governed by fixed and inmutuble laws, any system which operates in harmony with these laws
will enable us to accomplish much more than that which has no foundation in mental philosophy. Observation is the first step in intellectual
progress; in order, therefore, successfully to impart and to acquire knowledge, the attention of the learner must, as far as possible, be
exclusively directed to the subject under consideration. Secondly, each simple or complex idea should be clearly comprehended, previous to
any additional matter being presented for examination. Thirdly, the mind must be taxed; there must be a degree of intellectual effort, or
mental exertion proportionate to the end to be attained. Fourthly, the process of repetition is indispensably necessary to render the mind
familiar with any science. Fifthly, by means of the principles of association,...
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