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Reaktion Books. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Ghosts: A Haunted History, Lisa Morton, In the supernatural history of the world
there are few thing s more common than the belief in g hosts. From the earliest recorded writing s such as the Epic of Gilg amesh to twenty-first-
century g host-hunting  TV shows, g hosts have been part of almost every time and every culture .and yet there's very little evidence to support
their existence. Ghosts: A Supernatural History is a historical and g lobal exploration of these mysterious apparitions. It asks: What exactly is a
g host? Are polterg eists, wraiths and revenants technically g hosts? How does 'g host' relate to 'soul'? And how many diEerent kinds of g host
are there? It visits the spirits of the classical world, including  the Eg yptian five-part soul and the first haunted-house comedy play, Mostellaria
by Plautus (254-184 BCE). We encounter the frig htening  phantoms of the Middle Ag es - which mig ht incinerate priests or devour children - and
the nineteenth-century rise of Spiritualism - essentially a relig ion devoted to g hosts. Ghosts are everywhere: from India's bhuta to the Hung ry
Ghost Festival in China and Mexico's La Llorona leg end, as well as the Bell Witch of the American South and 'the most haunted house in
Eng land', Borley Rectory. Ghosts also delves into the history of the spirit on pag e and screen. How did Horace Walpole's pioneering  Gothic
novel The Castle of Otranto of 1764 lead to the 2007 hit film Paranormal Activity? Classic g host tales, from Ann RadcliEe's works to the chilling
short stories of M. R. James and Stephen King 's The Shining , reveal how the real meaning  of g hosts has shiJed over the centuries. Wide-
rang ing , informative and featuring  60 chilling , unearthly imag es, this book will appeal to the very wide audience for the supernatural.
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